
TOWN OF CANTON COURT
STATE OF NEW YORK
________________________________________________

People of the State of New York

                                                                                                         SUPPORTING            
                                                                                                         AFFIDAVIT
                                             vs.                                                       Case No:  

Donald L. Hassig
_________________________________________________

STATE OF NEW YORK             )
COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE  )  ss.:

     DONALD L. HASSIG, pro se, as and for a supporting affidavit, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says:

1. Since the January 2000 founding of Cancer Action NY, I have met repeatedly with St. 

Lawrence County government officials, including the directors of the St. Lawrence 

County Public Health Department (PHD) to discuss scientific knowledge on the subjects 

of chemical carcinogens and exposure avoidance.  I engaged in these discussions so 

as to petition for action by the PHD to educate residents on these subjects.  I met with 

Dr. Susan Hathaway, Director of the PHD shortly after she took this position.  My 

purpose in meeting with Dr. Hathaway was to begin educating her on the subjects of 

persistent organic pollutants (POPs) exposure cancer risk and exposure reduction 

strategies.  I sought to develop a good working relationship with Dr. Hathaway so as to 

move forward with the work of creating a POPs exposure reduction educational 

outreach program within the PHD.



2. The St. Lawrence County Board of Health (BOH) came into existence after I had 

commenced a relationship with Dr. Hathaway.  Soon after the BOH became established, 

Cancer Action NY submitted a request for an agenda spot at a BOH meeting to make a 

presentation on the subjects of POPs exposure cancer risk and exposure reduction 

strategies.  The BOH chose not to grant this request.  Cancer Action NY has continued 

to submit requests for such an agenda spot.  The BOH has denied all of our requests to 

make a presentation on POPs. 

3. During its April 2011 board meeting, the BOH produced and set forth a statement 

describing the position of that board on the question of whether or not the PHD should 

begin to provide POPs exposure reduction education to county residents.  The BOH 

statement follows.  “St. Lawrence County Public Health is appropriately addressing educational 

needs and promoting healthy eating.  Mr. Hassig’s request to present has been denied as the 

Board feels any further education on the matter would be a duplication of effort.”

4. The BOH decision set forth above constitutes the creation and publication of a 

falsehood.  Upon review of the scientific information that Cancer Action NY provided to 

the BOH in seeking the agenda spot, any reasonable person with sufficient intelligence 

to understand that scientific information would conclude that POPs exposure imposes a 

more than acceptable quantity of cancer risk upon consumers of animal fats.  This being 

the case, any reasonable person with an understanding of the mandate of government 

public health entities such as the PHD and the BOH would conclude that it was the 

responsibility of the PHD to warn the public of the avoidable POPs exposure health 

hazard.  Therefore, the BOH decision that, “St. Lawrence County Public Health is 

appropriately addressing educational needs and promoting healthy eating.” is an 



unethical decision and serves to place before the public a false statement.  This 

decision was made with the knowledge that it is an unethical decision and that it serves 

to place a false statement before the public.  Additionally, the statement that, “Mr. 

Hassig’s request to present has been denied as the Board feels any further education 

on the matter would be a duplication of effort.” is a false statement made with 

knowledge of its falsity.  Dr. Susan Hathaway and all of the members of the BOH have 

encountered the matter of POPs exposure reduction education sufficiently to be fully 

aware of the fact that this education addresses subjects that are different and distinct 

from the subjects currently addressed by the educational outreach of the PHD. 

5. Dr. Susan Hathaway spoke falsely when she stated in a July 2012 meeting between 

Cancer Action NY and St. Lawrence County government that the 2010 World Health 

Organization (WHO) report titled, “Persistent Organic Pollutants:  Impact on Child 

Health” was invalid because there were no epidemiological studies which addressed 

POPs exposure health effects.  The true facts of this matter are that there are many 

epidemiological studies that elucidate the connections between POPs exposure and 

disease outcome.  Dr. Hathaway spoke falsely so as to create a comfortable position for 

the St. Lawrence County legislators who opposed educating county residents on the 

subject of POPs exposure minimization due to their fears that such educational activity 

would displease the people who engage in the business of dairy farming. 

6. During her tenure as Director of the PHD, Dr. Hathaway has taken actions in addition 

to those stated above that demonstrate lack of character and lack of good intention.  

These actions include an effort on the part of Dr. Hathaway to obtain the assistance of 

the BOH in obtaining a restraining order against me and a decision to ignore direction 



given by the St. Lawrence County Legislature to contact New York State Department of 

Health Commissioner, Nirav Shah in request of an investigation of cancer prevention 

focusing upon St. Lawrence County.  Dr. Hathaway wrote to Dr. Shah and requested 

more money for the countyʼs cigarette smoking abatement program.  She made no 

mention of an investigation of cancer prevention in her letter to Commissioner Shah.

7. I have a long history of exercising my free speech for the purposes of presenting 

cancer prevention information that focuses on carcinogen exposure minimization and 

confronting the deliberate efforts of governmental public health entities to misinform the 

public on the matter of chemical exposure cancer risk.  I have frequently exercised my 

free speech as described above in the St. Lawrence County Human Services Building.  

On October 30, 2012, I was engaging in a free speech performance focusing upon the 

misinformation that federal, state and county public health entities present to the public 

on the subject of breast cancer prevention.  The educational outreach of these entities 

is limited to messages on screening, early detection and lifestyle factors including eating 

fruits and vegetables, getting sufficient exercise and limiting alcohol consumption and 

smoking.  My performance presented information on the breast cancer risk imposed by 

exposure to POPs and other breast carcinogens.  In the midst of my free speech 

performance, I observed that Dr. Susan Hathaway had entered the Human Services 

Building.  I stated that Dr. Hathaway was a liar and a criminal for the purpose of holding 

her accountable in public.  I stated that she was a liar and a criminal based upon 

knowledge that I possess of Dr. Hathaway.  That knowledge has led me to conclude that 

she has spoken falsely and that she has deliberately withheld information from county 



residents that could save their lives.  Deliberately withholding lifesaving information is a 

crime of the worst kind for a public health official.

8. I was not doing anything unlawful as I engaged in free speech on October 30, 2012 in 

the Human Services Building.  The New York State Police officer who told me to leave 

the building had no right to tell me to leave.  I explained to the officer that I was 

engaging in First Amendment protected speech.  He ignored my explanation and 

persisted in stopping me from speaking.  He arrested me on a charge of Trespass.  I 

was not trespassing because the officer had no right to tell me to stop speaking and 

leave the building.

9. I am not guilty of Stalking in the Fourth degree because I had a most legitimate 

purpose for engaging in all of my actions involving Dr. Susan Hathaway.  My purpose 

was to motivate Dr. Hathaway to change her bad behaviors:  (1) stop speaking falsely 

about chemical exposure and disease outcome; and (2) use the power of her office to 

provide the residents of St. Lawrence County with a warning of the POPs exposure 

health hazard rather than presenting public educational messages that served to keep 

the public in the dark about this problem.  I sought to demonstrate to Dr. Hathaway my 

strong disapproval of her actions that denied the public scientific information on the role 

of chemical carcinogens in cancer causation.  I believe that it is the duty of good people 

to confront bad people when the public is suffering from the actions of those bad 

people.  Dr. Hathaway is harming the residents of St. Lawrence County by refusing to 

educate on the subject of POPs exposure minimization.  All of my actions involving Dr. 

Hathaway were taken for the purpose of stopping her from inflicting this harm.  Her 

actions cause cancer, diabetes, heart disease and the numerous other POPs 



associated diseases because her actions deprive St. Lawrence County residents of the 

knowledge that would make it possible for them to avoid POPs exposure.  She has 

chosen to not provide the public with warning of the POPs exposure health hazard.  

This is wrong.  My actions involving Dr. Hathaway were all for the purpose of motivating 

her to do her work as the Director of the PHD.  Her work is to provide the public with 

warnings of avoidable health hazards.  She is failing in that work.  She chooses to 

present public educational messages that are designed to protect the profits of dairy 

farming and beef farming rather than educate on the contamination of animal fats with 

industrial chemicals so as to protect public health.  She chooses to present public health 

messages that are designed to downplay the significance of chemical exposure in 

disease causation.  The chemical and manufacturing corporations have crafted these 

messages to hold off the days of careful chemical use and accountability for past 

harmful chemical use. 

10. I request that the Court issue an order dismissing the Trespass charge and the 

Stalking charge.  

11. If the Court decides not to dismiss the charges, I request that the Court issue an 

Order granting a change of venue.  I request the change of venue due to the fact that 

social and economic pressures exist in St. Lawrence County that could influence the 

Court and the jurors possibly introducing unfairness into the trial.  These pressures 

include the role of St. Lawrence County as an employer, the role of politics in the 

selection of judges and the longstanding efforts of the Johnson Newspapers 

Corporation to harm the work of the members of Cancer Action NY.  This trial should 



take place outside of St. Lawrence County.  It should be conducted in a county which is 

not influenced by the newspapers of the Johnson Newspapers Corporation.

Dated:  February 15, 2013

                                                                  ___________________________________
                                                                  Donald L. Hassig

Sworn to before me on this           day of February 2013 

___________________________________________
Notary Public

To:  St. Lawrence County District Attorneyʼs Office


